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Progressive Disclosure Staged Disclosure

Initial display  features
Features that users access in the
task sequence

Subsequent
display(s)  features

Features that users access in the
task, even if these features are equally
important (or more important)

Do users access
subsequent
displays?

 — most users get what they need on
the initial display

 — unless users stop the task before
completing the sequence

Navigation
between displays

: users start at the initial display
and, if necessary, move to the secondary display
and then (often) return to the initial display

: users progress through the
task one step at a time

Main usability
benefit

: novice users are focused on the
most useful features and confusingly advanced
features are hidden

: each step is simple and its
purpose is clear because features that
belong to other steps are hidden

• 
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